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world of Boatmen in Bengal: Sorts and their role in

Transportation

Sujit Kundu

Abstract : Before the coming of railways in the Bengal in 1853 A.D. one of the

busiest transportation worker class in Bengal was boatmen, they were the one of the
earliest professional group in history of transportation . In this present article we
would explore what were the categorization of this section, what types of works they
did, who were the most responsible groups of this community, relation among them

existing in this occupation. On the basis of literature and other sources we would
explore their work world.

Key Words: Manjhee- the man who controlled the boat and head of the boat, Golleah -
the man who stand on Golui ( 2 upward position of at boat ) and moves boat forward
by a stick , Dandy- they paddle the boat with oars towards their destination, Mallah-
in a general sense all boatmen are called mallah ( both Hindu and Muslim community )

and it is 2 Arabic term commonly used in Bengali language.

The Bengali word manjhee is similar to the English term ‘boatman’. Historically it is 2
unique occupation because it originates from the beginning of civilization. Undoubtedly
it can be said that boat was one of earliest means of transportation in the history of

the world. But it is not clear when the Bengali term manjhee or the English term

“boatman’ was coined in the history of transportation, and what was the logic behind

oy :t in the colonial period they were mentioned frequently by different names that
b
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. _,JQI! us confused regarding categorization of this particular groups ‘We would rather

q that manjhee, mallah, daree all were engaged with work with boats and mentioned

".

. ﬁ»&e government reports as boatman, marjhee, daree etc.
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